Characterization of an Animal Model of Autism and Social Interaction.
Autism is a pervasive developmental disorder characterized by severe and sustained impairment of social interaction and communication, and restricted or stereotyped patterns of behavior and interest. Though multiple risk factors such as genetic and environmental components and interaction of these factors are suggested, the exact etiology is still not known. Many risk factors have been used to established animal models of psychiatric and neurodevelopmental disorders. These models can be useful tools for testing epidemiological findings and investigating the molecular mechanisms underlying the neuropathology of these disorders. To improve the validity of animal models, three criteria including behavioral similarity has been proposed. The method described here is for evaluating the impairment of social interaction, one of the three core symptoms of autism.